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ourgardens, if left untended for twenty years, all
go back to the common dog-rose of our hedges
from which they sprang. The doctrine of original
sin is nothing but the scientific creed of reversion
to type. Dimly one perceives that the law of
gravitation governs human society as it governs
the stars, and is as true in the love of Jack and
Jill as in the belt of Orion.

In the heavens, order is kept by a balance be'
tween two almost opposite forces, the centrifugal
and centripetal forces. The centrifugal force is
the desire of the star to whirl off on its own, so
to speak, the energy of individual selfishness, and
the centripetal is the pull of the larger body on the
smaller, or, if you like, the love of the individual
for society. Now is there any equilibrium to be
found in morals between these two forces? Is
there any higher synthesis, too, which shall unite
and reconcile them both? First of all, let it be said
at once that these two apparently opposite forces
are merely two manifestations of the one force of
gravitation. The law is that the smaller is at'
tracted by the larger body in proportion to its
mass and in inverse ratio to the square of the dis'
tance. But how is the equilibrium to be kept in
morals and in life? Between the creed of Nietzsche

[201]